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The Artist

Vincent van Gogh

Born Zundert, Netherlands 1853, died Arles, France 1890
Vincent van Gogh was born the eldest son of a Dutch Reformed minister in Holland. Van Gogh pursued various occupations, including being an art dealer and clergyman until his late twenties. At the age of 27, Van Gogh began seriously painting and was largely a self-taught artist. He taught himself by copying prints and studying 19th century drawing manuals and lesson books. He did receive formal instruction from his cousin, Anton Mauve at the Hauge School. He vigorously studied black and white, believing it was necessary to master before working with color. Van Gogh’s uncle, an art dealer, commissioned him to complete two sets of drawings of Hague townscapes, which was Van Gogh’s first earnings as an artist. Van Gogh’s brother Theo an art dealer, encouraged his interest in art and supported him financially as he developed his style. 
He left his home in 1885 to travel to the Antwerp Academy in Belgium in hopes of honing his skills as a figure painter. Not three months went by before he left for Paris to attend classes at Fernand Cormon’s studio where he stayed for two years. During this time, Van Gogh’s style transformed because of the new styles he witnessed, the Impressionists and the Neo-Impressionists. He experimented with a broken brushstroke and lightened his palette. While staying with an established community of artists, Van Gogh suffered a break down when he infamously threated fellow artist Paul Gauguin with a razor blade and proceeded to cut off part of his own left ear. While staying voluntarily at an asylum near Saint-Rémy for a year, Van Gogh painted over 150 canvases. After leaving the hospital, Van Gogh averaged one painting for two months until his suicide and untimely death in 1890. Van Gogh only worked as an artist for 10 years, from 1880-1890. Within those 10 years, he created approximately 900 paintings and more than 1,100 works on paper. Today Vincent van Gogh is considered one of the greatest painters in history. 
Art Movement

Post-Impressionism

In the late 1880’s, young artists sought to break free from the naturalism of Impressionism. The goal of this movement was to create independent artistic styles for the expressing of emotions. Post-Impressionism is characterized by the use of definitive forms and simplified colors. Artists commonly attributed to being a part of the Post-Impressionism movement worked independently and did not view themselves as a collective movement. The ideas of the post-Impressionists led the way to the Modern art movement of the 20th century. 

The Artwork

The Starry Night

Vincent van Gogh’s painting, The Starry Night, is a landscape filled with movement, light, and energy. The contrast between quiet village, the large sky’s swirling energy, and the flame-like cypress tree in the foreground create a piece that seems to come alive. He applied his impasto technique (thickly applied colors) to create a rhythmic and imaginative image. In a letter to his brother Theo, Van Gogh describes the inspiration for this painting; “This morning I saw the country from my window a long time before sunrise, with nothing but the morning star, which looked very big.” 

Discussion Suggestions

· What part of this painting seems the most peaceful?  What part seems the most exciting?

· What colors did van Gogh use in this painting?  Are the colors soft or bright, warm or cool, strong or weak?

· Does the sky in this painting look the way a night sky usually looks?  Why or why not?

· What emotions do you think van Gogh might have been trying to express in this painting?  

· Where do you see vertical lines in this painting? 

· What effect do the vertical lines have on the composition?
Activity Idea

Re-create Vincent van Gogh’s Starry Night:
· Give Students a copy of Starry Night.

· Supply them with crayons, colored pencils, chalk, or pastels.
· Tell the students to fill in the line drawing of Starry Night (included in this folder) as van Gogh himself would do.  Paying close attention to dramatic color and lines.  
Materials Needed:
· Paper

· Pencils

· Copy of Starry Night

· Colored pencils, crayons, chalk, or pastels
Alternative Activity Ideas:

Talk about how van Gogh painted with a palette knife and used paint very thickly on his canvas.  Van Gogh loved drawing flowers. Show them how to make a simple flower with a Popsicle stick.  How paint from the center out can make petals.  Make sure the flowers are big!  Give them only yellow and orange on their paper plate with a popsicle stick for the flower. When they are finished with that, give them small amounts of green and brown to add for stems, leaves, and the center.  
· Materials Needed:

· Two 8 oz. bottles of acrylic paint (yellow, orange)

· Paint mixing Container
· One 8 oz. bottle of acrylic paint (green, brown)

· Spoons

· Popsicle sticks
· Small paper plates 
· Foam board
For an easier clean up remember to cover the desk or table with newspaper.

To prepare the canvas use a foam board and sand it a little to make sure the paint will stay on it well.

To prepare the paint take a one 8 oz. bottle and 4 to 6 tablespoons of flour fit in a cottage cheese container.  Keep adding flour until paint is thick like a cake frosting; it won’t pour out of the container.                                                                                                         
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Self-Portrait, 1889
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