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The Artist

Marc Chagall

Born Vitebsk, Russia 1887, died Vence, France 1985. 

Marc Chagall was born into a religious Jewish family in Russia in 1887. From 1907 to 1910, Chagall studied at the Imperial Society for the Protection of the Arts in St. Petersburg and later with Léon Bakst. After he finished school in 1910, Chagall moved to Paris where he associated with Guillaume Apollinaire and Robert Delaunay. He also encountered the styles of Fauvism and Cubism while there. By 1912, he participated in both the Salon des Indépendants and the Salon d’Automne. Marc Chagall’s first solo show was in 1914 in Berlin at Der Sturm gallery. 
On a trip to Russia in 1914, Chagall was prevented from returning to Paris because of the outbreak of WWI. Because of this, he returned and settled in his birth town of Vitebsk. While in Vitebsk he was appointed Commissar for Art in 1918, and founded the Vitebsk Popular Art School where he was the director until 1920. For a time he became a stage designer in Moscow for the State Jewish Chamber Theater. Finally, Chagall was able to return to Paris in 1923 because of a sojourn in Berlin. Over the next ten years, he had multiple retrospectives put together of his work. Retrospectives are an exhibition showing the development of work over a period. The first was at the Galerie Barbazanges-Hodebert, Paris; another was at the Kunsthalle Basel, Switzerland.    
When the start of World War II came, Chagall fled to the United States, escaping the Nazi occupation of France. While there, The Museum of Modern Art held a retrospective of his work in 1946. After the war, Chagall settled in France, traveled regularly. He worked in many different mediums other than painting. He was also a costume and set designer. His larger works include: windows for the synagogue of Hadassah University Medical Center, Jerusalem, a ceiling for the Paris Opéra, a window for the United Nations building in New York, windows for the cathedral in Metz, France, he also created a large mosaic titled The Four Seasons, in Chicago, Illinois. Chagall passed away in 1985 in Saint-Paul-de-Vence, France 
Art Movement

Modernism

The Modernist movement challenged the thought that art had to be realistic. Artists of the movement experimented with expressive colors, non-traditional materials, and new techniques. The subjects of many works were more about ideas, people, and places that an artist had direct and personal experience.  

The Artwork

I and My Village

This painting was done the year after Chagall moved to Paris; it evokes memories from his childhood in Vitebsk. In his village, people and animals live side by side in a harmony and in a mutual dependence. The peasant in the foreground has a flowering ring and the tree of life in his hands, signifying the positive life giving reward of their partnership. This painting is a mixture of cubist compositional techniques and fauvist color to create a one of a kind world. Geometric shapes are what tie together the separate images of his childhood into one painting. Chagall was enchanted by using lines, angles, triangles, and squares in his paintings. The whole motion of the painting is circular, from the sun to the moon; this painting has a cyclical feeling.   
Discussion Suggestions

Geometric Shapes:

· What geometric shapes can you find in this painting?

· How has Chagall used these geometric shapes to compose (arrange the parts of) his painting?
How realistic is the painting? :

· Do you think Chagall was trying to show realistic space in this painting? Why or why not?

· Are the colors realistic? Give examples.
Memory:

· Which things in the painting do you think were more important to Chagall? Why? Which things did he make the biggest?

· How do you think Chagall felt about the village where he grew up? What makes you think so?
Activity Idea

Stained Glass:

· Cut different shapes (circles, square, triangle, etc.) about 4’’ from plastic sheets.
· Have students cut and paste tissue paper on plastic to look like stained glass.
· Use hole-puncher for hole to put a suction cup/ piece of string through so the kids can hang their creations from the window.  

Materials Needed:
· Plastic Sheets




· Hole puncher, scissors, glue, and string
· Colored tissue paper



Re-create Marc Chagall’s I and the Village:

· Give students a copy of I and the Village.
· Supply them with crayons, watercolors, colored pencils, and paper.

· Tell the students to color the line drawing (located in this folder) of I and the Village as Marc Chagall himself would do. Makes sure the kids pay close attention to the shapes in the picture, and the bright colors.    

Materials Needed:
· Scrap paper




· Pencils

· Copy of I and the Village


· Colored pencils, crayons, and watercolors

I and My Village, 1911


oil on canvas, 75 ¼ x 59 ¼ in.


Museum of Modern Art, New York City, New York


             


     





Self-Portrait, 1914


oil on paperboard, 11 ¾ x 10 ½ in.


The Philadelphia Museum of Art,


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania








