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The Artist


Norman Rockwell

Born Manhattan, New York 1894; died Stockbridge, Massachusetts 1978 

Growing up, Norman Rockwell always knew he wanted to be an artist. He attended The New York School of Art at 14 and stayed until age 16, when he switched to The National Academy of Design. Soon however, Rockwell transferred to The Art Student League. Rockwell was fortunate to have success early in his career with a commission to paint four Christmas cards before he turned 16. Boy’s Life magazine hired a teenage Rockwell as their art director. By 21, Rockwell had a successful career as a freelance artist working for publications such as Life, Literary Digest and Country Gentleman, and The Saturday Evening Post. 


In 1916, the same year as his first cover at The Post, Rockwell married Irene O’Connor. The couple divorced 14 years later and he married Mary Barstow, together they had three sons. Over the next 47 years, Normal Rockwell produced 322 cover for The Post. Rockwell’s second wife passed away in 1959, after he wrote My Adventures as an Illustrator with his son Tom. In 1963, Rockwell ended his associate with The Post, started illustrating for Look magazine, and began painting his deepest concerns. This included civil rights and the war on poverty. Before his death, Rockwell was able to set up what has become the Norman Rockwell Museum as well as receive the honor of the Presidential Medal of Freedom for his “vivid and affectionate portraits of our country.”   
Art Movement

American Realism
This style of art depicted contemporary social realities and the lives and everyday activities of ordinary people. American realist works attempted to define what was real to the artist.   
The Artwork

The Dugout
Rockwell traveled to Boston with Saturday Evening Post art editor Ken Stuart to photograph fans during a doubleheader between the Boston Braves and the visiting Chicago Cubs at Braves Field. Additional images taken in the studio were used to fill out the jeering crowd. Rockwell himself can be found in the upper left corner of the painting. The artist typically used oil paints for his final work, but this is a rare example done in watercolor.
Discussion Suggestions

Discuss the Painting:

· What story does this painting tell? 
· What do you think might happen next? 

· What do the expressions on the faces tell us? 

· What details do you notice? How do they add to the story?

· What is the difference between an illustration and other paintings you have seen?

Activity Idea

Tell-a-Story Illustration:

· Pick something fun, funny, or enjoyable that happened in your life.  (i.e. birthday party, trip to the beach, winning a prize, finding your cat positioned humorously, accidentally falling asleep at the kitchen table)

· Draw a picture to illustrate the story with pencil and color it any way you desire. 

· Choose the best moment of the story to illustrate. 

· Include details like a score board if it is a baseball game, etc. 

· Show the picture to the class and see if they can guess what they story is, if they can you’ve successfully told a story through art like Normal Rockwell! 
Materials Needed:

· Pencil 
· Paper, drawing paper
· Choice of crayons, colored pencils, markers, paints/brushes
The Dug Out, 1948


transparent & opaque watercolor over graphite, two sheets of conjoined cream, moderately thick/textured wove paper, 19 x 17 13/16 in


Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn





   





Triple Self-Portrait, 1960


oil on canvas, 44 ½ x 34 ¾


Normal Rockwell Museum, Stockbridge








