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The Artist

Pablo Picasso

Born Málaga, Spain 1881, died 1973, Mougins, France 

Picasso was born the son of an academic painter, José Ruiz Blasco in Malaga, Spain in 1881. At a young age Picasso was drawing. At the age of fourteen, Picasso’s family moved to Barcelona, Spain. Picasso studied at La Lonja, the academy of fine arts there. His artistic development was affected by a visit to Horta de Ebro, as well as being a member of the group Els Quatre Gats in 1899. At the age of nineteen, Picasso had his first exhibition in Barcelona. After several stays, Picasso settled in Paris in 1904 where he befriended Max Jacob, Gertrude and Leo Stein, and Guillaume Apollinaire.  
His art went through different periods; his Blue Period (1901-04) had been melancholy in subject matter, flat, and with nearly monochromatic blue. His Rose Period (1905) was described as having a romantic subject matter, with soft red and pink colors. Picasso’s first pivotal work was Les Demoiselles d’ Avignon (1907, pictured right). From the Rose Period, Picasso moved into the Analytic phase (1908-11), followed immediately for one year by its Synthetic phase (1912-13). 
Picasso dabbled in different mediums and styles, for a bit, he was associated with the Surrealists and Neoclassicism. He also began to collaborate with theatrical productions and the ballet designing sets and costumes in 1916. The Spanish Civil War affected Picasso and his work. It led to the painting of Guernica, 1937. He began associating with the Communist Party in 1944 and moved to the south of France. Throughout the artist’s life, he worked in drawing, painting, prints, ceramics, and sculptures.    
Art Movement

Cubism

Picasso and Georges Braque are the fathers of Cubism, a style of art started between 1907 and 1914. Cubist painters rejected the notion that art should copy nature, or use traditional techniques of perspective and modeling. They wanted to emphasize the two-dimensionality of the canvas, in order to do this the artists reduced and fractured objects into geometric forms, and then realigned these within a shallow, relief-like space. Cubists also used contrasting or multiple vantage points.  

The Artwork

Guernica
Picasso’s motivation for painting the scene came after hearing  news of the German aerial bombing of the town Guernica. This painting is conceived as a giant poster and as a testimony to the horror that the Spanish Civil War was causing. 

The greyish tones cause controversial interpretations. A Guernica scholar, Anthony Blunt, analyzes the iconography in the painting by dividing the characters of the pyramid-like composition into two groups. The first is the three animals: the bull, the wounded horse, and the winged bird. The second group is the humans: the dead soldier, and the women. The female on the upper right is holding a lamp and leaning through a window, there is a mother on the left holding her dead child and wailing, the one rushing in from the right and finally the one who is crying out to the heavens with her arms raised as a house burns down behind her. 
Discussion Suggestions

Describe the different figures:

· Describe each character as you see it. Look at the women, there are four of them, describe their different feelings, how are they alike/different? Find the soldier, all the pieces of him, describe how you see him. Describe the animals in the scene, there are 3. How are they portrayed in the scene?

· Where shapes repeated in the figures? How do they different layers of gray make the figures dynamic?

· Notice the people, what gray tones did Picasso choose for them and why?

· Talk about the different gray tones used in the painting, discuss why you think Picasso may have chosen to use only gray tones, and why he used them where he did. 
· What kind of a mood does this painting have? Why?

· Where do you see geometric shapes? Where do you see overlapping shapes?

· Where do you see a pattern in this painting? A texture? A place where a pattern suggests a texture?

· What feeling does the painting give you? 

Activity Idea

Create a Cubist Figure:

· Find a picture of a face from a magazine, newspaper, or on the computer. 
· Take the picture and cut off any unwanted white space.
· Cut the picture into several large horizontal strips.

· Begin cutting the strips into smaller geometric shapes. The pieces can be uniform in size and shape or random. 

· Arrange the pieces on your paper. You may change the picture so it is completely unrecognizable, or just slightly vary the pieces from their original place. Picasso used both techniques in his cubist portraits. 

· Using glue or rubber cement put the pieces in place starting from the inside of the picture and working your way out. 

Materials Needed:
· Picture




· Paper

· Scissors

                     
· Glue
About Face:

· Included in this folder is a piece of paper entitled About Face. Have the students fill out this paper.
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Les Demoiselles d’Avignon, 1907


oil on canvas, 8 ft. x 7 ft. 8in.
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