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Curator of History
[bookmark: _GoBack]Inspire curiosity. Ignite pride. Bring history to life.
The Peoria Riverfront Museum—America’s only multidisciplinary museum combining art, science, history, and achievement—seeks a passionate and creative Curator of History to help shape the way Central Illinois connects with the American story.
This position offers a unique opportunity to develop original exhibitions, interpret the museum’s growing historical collections, and collaborate on dynamic cross-disciplinary projects that explore our nation’s past, present, and future. As the museum prepares for the America 250 celebrations in 2026 and beyond, the Curator of History will play a key role in presenting the stories, artifacts, and ideas that define our shared experience.
Key Responsibilities
· Support the Registrar as liaison to the Collections Committee in matters related to history.
· Assist the Curator of Collections and Exhibitions in developing, researching, and coordinating all history-related exhibitions.
· Maintain and manage historical collections data in Collector Systems.
· Represent the Museum at public programs, media interviews, and community events.
· Help guide and expand the Museum’s historical collections through acquisitions and donations.
· Collaborate with staff, scholars, and consultants to create original, engaging exhibitions drawn from the Museum’s holdings and loaned objects.
· Write interpretive content—including label copy, web and gallery text, and articles for newsletters and publications.
· Contribute to exhibition sponsorship materials and donor communications.
· Partner with the Programming team to develop docent resources and educational content.
· Supervise and mentor curatorial interns.
· Perform additional duties as assigned in support of the Museum’s mission.
Qualifications
· Bachelor’s degree in History, Museum Studies, Anthropology, or related field (Master’s preferred).
· Minimum 2 years of experience in museum collections or curatorial work.
· Experience with computerized collections databases and exhibition development.
· Strong writing, research, and public communication skills.
· Demonstrated knowledge of object care, documentation, and handling.
· Proficiency with Microsoft Office Suite.
· Collaborative spirit and the ability to inspire staff, interns, and volunteers.
Physical and Other Requirements
· Ability to use standard office and collections equipment.
· Strong verbal and written communication skills.
· Ability to lift up to 30 lbs and climb stairs/ladders as needed.
· Valid U.S. driver’s license and ability to travel locally.
About the Museum
The Peoria Riverfront Museum is the only multi-disciplinary museum of its kind in the nation celebrating art, science, history, and achievement. We inspire lifelong learning through cross-disciplinary programming, including the Dome Planetarium, Giant Screen Theater, and interactive galleries. As we prepare for America’s 250th anniversary, we’re expanding our role as a cultural leader and storyteller for the region and the nation.
Join us in illuminating history—and shaping the stories that will inspire generations to come.
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